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Recycling means a material can be reused over and over again in a closed loop system - like for glass bottles. This is key to a resource efficient Europe.
In 2009, more than 67% of glass bottles and jars were collected for recycling in Europe. According to FEVE – the EU Container Glass Federation,  estimates for 2009 (1) - published one year ahead of the Eurostat figures – indicate that about 11 million tonnes or 25 billion glass bottles and jars were collected throughout Europe (EU27, Croatia, Norway, Switzerland and Turkey). This confirms the steady and positive trend of the last years (66% in 2008 (2)). 
“Glass recycling increases each year thanks to the commitment of consumers everywhere.  Our industry is able to turn this waste into a valuable resource to make new bottles and jars because glass by nature is 100% recycleable - says Niall Wall, President of FEVE – the European Container Glass Federation. 
Recycling glass avoids the use of virgin raw materials, reduces energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. Glass recycling contributes to creating and securing economic growth and local employment in Europe because glass is locally collected, locally recycled and locally produced. 
The act of recycling means that glass can make use of the same materials over and over again. This characteristic of glass puts the material at the centre stage in the ambitious strategy of the European Commission to make the European Union a ‘circular economy’ where recycling is the key factor to waste reduction and where waste is considered as a valuable resource (3) .   
“I believe strongly in moves to make Europe more resource efficient,  comments Linda McAvan – Member of the European Parliament for Yorkshire and the Humber. “EU Directives set out a requirement to increase recycling rates as they will help to reduce demand for primary raw materials, to reuse valuable materials which would otherwise end up as waste, and to reduce energy consumption. This is fundamental to build a solid resource efficient economy”. 
These goals can be met only where materials can be reused in valuable schemes or can be actually recycled in closed loop systems - like the glass bottle ones – which are gold standards in the matter.  Materials that are down cycled for another use than for the original one are ejected from the closed loop system and are often ultimately generating waste destined for incineration or landfill. 
Hence the importance of reviewing and improving best practices in collection and treatment of key waste streams as recently announced by the European Commission in their coming review of the “Thematic Strategy on waste prevention and recycling” (4) foreseen in 2012 which they hope will help Europe achieve the long-term goal of a recycling society.

ENDS
(1) Published on www.feve.org . Where data 2009 were not available from FEVE sources, 2008 Eurostat data were used.

(2) http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/waste/data/wastestreams/packaging_waste 
(3) http://ec.europa.eu/resource-efficient-europe  
(4) http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/strategy.htm
About Linda McAvan, Member of the European Parliament
Linda McAvan is a Member of the European Parliament for Yorkshire and the Humber in the United Kingdom.  She is a Member of the European Parliament's Environment, Public Health & Food Safety Committee, and serves as Labour's spokesperson on these issues. Further, she serves on the Development Committee and as Vice Chair of the Joint African, Caribbean and Pacific-European Union Assembly.

About FEVE

FEVE is the association of European manufacturers of glass containers and machine-made glass tableware. The members of FEVE produce over 20 million tonnes of glass per year.  The association has some 60 corporate members belonging to approximately 20 independent corporate groups.  Manufacturing plants are located across 23 European States and include global blue chip and major companies working for the world’s biggest consumer brands. 
The Container Glass industry accounts for 60% of the total glass production in Europe and is spread throughout some 160 plants, including Switzerland and Turkey. The EU is the world's largest producer of container glass. The glass container industry in Europe employs 46,000 people.  See more on www.feve.org 

About Glass
As packaging, glass containers assure the preservation, safe delivery and attractive presentation of a vast array of consumer products, supplied to European and world markets. Whether used for drinks, food, cosmetics, perfumes or pharmaceuticals, glass plays a vital role in supporting European trade and commerce.  Glass is 100 percent recyclable, virtually inert and preserves the original taste of the products it contains. 


  Follow FEVE now on Twitter! #FeveEU
*Please consider the environment before deciding to print this email*
For further information contact:

Michael Delle Selve, Communications and Operations Manager, FEVE

E-mail: m.delleselve@feve.org, Tel: +32 (0)2 536 00 82
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